Visit report Child Watabaran Center Nepal (CWCN)
(by Veronika Uhl, Programme Manager Net4kids Aid Foundation, May 22, 2007)

Monday, May 7, | was picked up by Miss Poonam Pariyar, manager of the
boys and girls home of Child Watabaran Center Nepal. We had a big
programme for the day:

1) Visit of the land for the construction of the new boys and girls home
2) Visit of the transit clinic
3) Visit of the boys and girls home

1) Visit of the land

Together with the director & engineer of the construction company Mr.
Sugan Shrestha, we started out to see the new land. The land is situated
about 8 km outside of Kathmandu Ring Road. The place is called Nayapati.
It took us approximately 20 minutes to get there thanks to the wonderful
new minibus supported by LeasePlan. The land is perfectly situated within
5 minutes walking distance from public transport, a 15 minutes walk to
the school and 3,5 km from a hospital. In the beginning there was still lots
of traffic, but very soon the surroundings became more quiet and more
rural. The land is situated on a slightly hilly area with a beautiful view. In
the middle of the land they have placed a big sign of the upcoming
construction and the support by LeasePlan.
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According to the chief engineer it is a perfect peace of land, also with
regard to ‘Vastu’. Vastu is comparable to Feng Shui, an eastern philosophy
of right building and construction. Why? Because the land is very well
situated, heading east and sloping and with an own source of water. This
is, according to Vastu, an ideal starting point for the upcoming
construction.

Poonam and Mr. Shrestha discussed the upcoming plans for the fencing
and landscaping. Now the plans for the buildings can be adapted to the
exact shape of the land.

When we got back, Poonam showed me the official papers that proof that
CWCN now is owner of the land.

The total size of the land is 6 Ropani (Nepali measures) and the amount
paid for the land was NRS 7,002.000 (approximately Euro 76.000).

The children have already visited the land as well and are very exited and
happy. The atmosphere is just beautiful and so much more quiet than
Kathmandu center. They can’t wait until construction will start.

e ———— /\‘ "

CONsmucrf)WfF

CHILD HomeS @*

Supported BY: et Ak\dS@
NelAk\ds Aid P!

unda®n. £

Net4kids Aid Foundation
100% FOR CHILDREN


http://www.net4kids.org

netd Q

2) Visit of Transit Clinic

After that we went back to Kathmandu center to visit the just recently
opened Transit Clinic, which is also supported by LeasePlan.

It was a very impressive visit. And again it showed me the tremendous
value for these children that have no one and nothing else. They get at
least the most basic aid and attention that everyone deserves. All three
beds were occupied and | was again struck by the expression of the eyes
of these children. Empty and desperate.

One of the boys had a broken elbow and is recovering from an operation.
The other boy had a serious operation of the spleen and came back for a
check. Another boy just came in with a serious injury on his leg. They do
not only receive proper medical assistance, but also attention and care.
The Transit Clinic is set up for those cases that are not severe enough for
a regular hospital, but are too severe for just treatment on the street.
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Street boy after serious operation with Moti

Furthermore the Transit Clinic also functions as a center to create
awareness regarding health and sanitation issues for the street children.
The Transit Clinic functions in combination with the mobile health service,
a service that runs 3 times a week and is also supported by LeasePlan.
The CWCN team visits all different squad areas where these street
children ‘live’. They get basic medical treatments and severe cases are
being referred to the Transit Clinic. The team consists of the health
worker, Moti, 2 peer educators, a nurse, 2 volunteers and a doctor for
three hours a day. As the Transit Clinic is just up and running for a few
weeks, it still needs to become more known by the children. Special
folders are being distributed in the poor areas and the mobile health team
also informs the children during their visits.

The thing that struck me most was when Hira, an ex street boy and peer
educator, told me that two of the boys currently in the clinic, were his
friends when he was living on the street. What a difference! It is almost
unimaginable that he was in that kind of state a few years ago as well.
Now he is a boy, going to regular school and working as a peer educator
in the mobile health team. He is THE example that there is a chance for
these children to escape from the street and become a beautiful young
person with a perspective for the future.
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Street boys in Transit Clinic with Moti
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3) Visit of the boys and girls home

After seeing these children living on the street, the contrast with the

children in the homes of CWCN was even bigger. They have a regular live,

with their own home, proper food and clothes, school and learn ing various
skills such as gardening and stitching. LeasePlan also supports the running

cost for the girls home. It is such a joy to see the happy and curious faces

of these children!
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